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With the first of the evaluations for the season coming in from the site in Renmark it looks like it's going to be a busy
year. The site has around 450 selections that are now in their third leaf and will be having their first evaluation this
year. In addition to the large number of evaluations that will come from Renmark, we should see evaluations on third
leaf stone fruit trees from the other sites around Australia.

Evaluator Training 
As we are going to get these evaluations from first time evaluators, we again ran a 'calibration' session on the 14th of
October to refresh our team on all aspects of the evaluation process. This was a very successful day and it raised some
very interesting questions. 

The main question that we struggled to come to terms with revolved around scoring for 'commercial potential' or for
'consumer acceptance'. The issue for us was that there are a number of varieties on the market which don't have good
commercial acceptance, but growers can make good money from growing these varieties (now does that make sense
or what?). The decision we came to was for us to continue to compare to currently available commercial varieties for
that time of the season. We can't worry about whether it will be accepted by the consumer because if we don't release
a variety that is better than what is currently available, then consumers will still only have the option to purchase
inferior fruit.

We invited Jason to give us a presentation on his travels around the world for his Nuffield Scholarship. We learned
that he travelled internationally for over 18 weeks during the past eight or so months visiting many regions of the
world. Although his primary focus was Fruit Evaluation, he was required to 'broaden his horizons' and visit a broad
range of industries, mostly agricultural. Jason reported to us that the way we are conducting evaluations is right up
there with the best in the world. During this season he will be trialling a couple of possible new evaluation tools to see
if they can help improve the evaluation process further.  

What do the scores given to each selection mean?
I'm repeating the new scoring description here to remind everyone how to interpret the evaluations that are provided.
The trouble is that at the evaluator training session this got somewhat complicated for two main reasons. The first
reason related to varieties where their chilling requirement didn't suit the evaluation region and so the variety was
given a lower score than in might get in a more suitable region, and the second being possible crop load issues, which
may or may not be related to the chilling. Take the 'flat' peach for example, Jason stated that he didn't taste a 'bad' flat
peach at all during last season and the only reason they didn't receive a 6 or above was due to crop load. My question
is: do they have potential to sell at higher prices which will make up for the smaller crop? I don't have the answer to
this but keep this sort of question in mind when considering which selections to test and the score they received.  

< 5/10 = poor variety and should not be seriously considered

5/10 = variety displays some negative attributes but needs further consideration

6/10 = variety is equal to the current commercial varieties available to growers and should be trialled by individual
growers to see if it works for them.

6.5/10 = variety is showing that it is superior to current commercial varieties and should be seriously considered for
commercial planting. 
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7/10 and above = variety is very good and is highly recommended for growers to consider planting commercially.

If you have more questions? Pick up the phone and call me, or send me an email to graham@factree.com.au and I'll
be happy to answer any question you might have.

Graham Fleming

IMPORTANT NOTICE - DISCLAIMER

 The varieties identified by our “F” series Evaluation code number are in a testing/evaluation phase only and are not yet
commercial. 

Graham’s Factree Pty Ltd and our officers and employees together with anyone associated with the cultivar evaluation program in
any way (‘We’ ) provide the information in this newsletter as a guide only. We do not warrant or represent that the information
provided in this newsletter is free from errors or omissions or is suitable for your intended use. Subject to any terms implied by
law which cannot be excluded, we disclaim all liability for any harm, loss or damage, including but not limited to any loss or
damage caused by pests, diseases and/or viruses, or caused or resulting from your use of or reliance on any of the information
provided in this newsletter.

We strongly recommend that you obtain independent advice before you make any decisions in reliance on this newsletter.
Specifically you should make and rely on your own enquiries in relation to any district performance, cropping ability, pollination
or any other aspect of the cultivars and/or rootstock mentioned in this newsletter.Our liability for a breach of a condition or
warranty implied by law and which cannot be excluded, is limited to the extent possible, at our option, to: the supply of the
relevant replacement trees, or equivalent trees; or the payment of the cost of the replacement trees, or equivalent trees. We will in
no event be liable for any loss of profits or other loss or damage whatsoever.

This edition contains 14 varieties listed in order of maturity. See full Stage 2 Evaluation Sheets below.

'Vista Snow' Peach – Stage 2 Evaluation 
Page 5

'Super Lady' A Peach – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 6

Graham's Factree 160 Thonemans Road Hoddles Creek, Victoria 3139. Ph: 03 9999 1999 email: sales@factree.com.au 2



The Evaluation Facts
Volume 2, 2013-2014 Season

'Snow Angel' A Peach – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 7

'Honey May' A Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation 
Page 8

'Super Lady' A Peach – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 9

'Spring Fire' A Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 10

'FTIA104' Interspecific Apricot – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 11

'Kylese' Interspecific Apricot – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 12  PBR Pending 
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'FTIA094' Interspecific Apricot – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 13

'Polar Light' A Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 14

'FTN057' Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 15

'FTN0910' Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 16

'FTN105' Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 17

'FTN1110' Nectarine – Stage 2 Evaluation
Page 18
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